Voices from the Western Front

What comes to mind when you think of the western front? Tanks, mud, destruction? What informs
our perception of the Western Front? How do we piece together the everyday existence of soldiers
stationed at the front? In this session, we will examine a selection of letters from soldiers posted from
the Western Front during the early years of the First World War. We will think about why these letters
have survived. What can they tell us about the lived experiences of soldiers on the front? What value
do letters hold in informing our understanding of the past?

Opening questions:

1. As historians, how can letters help us to understand the past?
2. Who writes letters?
3. How can letters survive?

Please read this extract from a letter and think about the questions below.

France
December 1914

What better occasion can | find than this to prove the loyalty of my family to the British Government?
Turkey, it is true is a Muslim power, but what has it to do with us? Turkey is nothing at all to us. The
men of France are beyond measure good and honourable and kind. By God, my brother, they are
gentlemen to the backbone! Their manners and morals are in absolute accord with our ideas. In war
they are as one with us and with the English. Our noble King knows the quality and the worth of his
subjects and his Rajas alike. | give you the truth of the matter. The flag of victory will be in the hands
of our British Government. Be not at all distressed. Without death there is no victory, but | am alive
and very well, and | tell you truly that | will return alive to India.

Questions:

1. Canyou identify where this soldier is from?
2. How do you think your everyday experiences will be recorded for the future?



